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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A computer-implemented method of displaying device port 
information in a network topology display, comprising: 

displaying a device node in a network topology display, said displayed devxce 
node representing a connection device in a network, said connection device having one or 
more connection ports for connecting to one or more devices in the network; 

displaying one or more connection paths coupled to the displayed dev,ce node, 
said connection paths representing connections to the one or more ports of the connection 
device; and 

selectively expanding the displayed device node in response to a user 
selection, wherein the expanded node includes port information for each of the one or more 
ports having a connection to another device in the network. 

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the displayed 
device node represents a connection device selected from the group consisting of a switch, a 
hub, and a router. 

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the port 
information includes the port number. 

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1 , wherein the port 
information includes a port connection type indicator. 

5 The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein selectively 
expanding includes displaying a connection bar and displaying the port information proximal 
the connection bar for each of the one or more ports having a connection. 

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 5, wherein the displayed 
■ port information for each port is displayed proximal the connection bar in a location 

1 indicating the relative location of the corresponding connected device in the network 
\ topology display. 

{ 7 . The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the displayed 

2 device node represents the connection device and one or more devices connected to the 

3 connection device. 
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g. A computer-implemented method of displaying device port 

information in a network topology display, comprising: 

displaying a device node in a network topology display, said displayed device 
node representing a connection device in a network, said connection device having one or 
more connection ports for connecting to one or more devices in the network; 

displaying one or more connection paths coupled to the displayed device node, 
said connection paths representing actual network connections to the one or more ports of the 

8 connection device; and 

9 responsive to a user selection, displaying port information for each of the one 
or more ports having an actual connection to another device in the network. 

! 9 The computer-implemented method of claim 8, wherein the displayed 

2 device node represents a connection device selected from the group consisting of a switch, a 

3 hub, and a router. 

! 10. The computer-implemented method of claim 8, wherein the displayed 

2 port information includes the port number. 

! 1 1. The computer-implemented method of claim 8, wherein the displayed 

2 port information includes a port connection type indicator. 

! 12 The computer-implemented method of claim 8, wherein displaying 

2 port information includes displaying a connection bar and displaying the port information 

3 proximal the connection bar for each of the one or more ports having an actual connection. 

! 13. The computer-implemented method of claim 12, wherein the displayed 

2 port information for each port is displayed proximal the connection bar in a location 

3 indicating the relative location of the corresponding connected device in the network 

4 topology display. 

! 14. The computer-implemented method of claim 8, wherein the user 

2 selection is performed by the user using a computer mouse. 

! 15. The computer-implemented method of claim 8, wherein the user 

2 selection includes selecting the displayed device node with a user input device. 
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The computer-implemented method of claim 8, wherein the user 
selection includes selecting a show ports opuon from a menu of options. 

17 The C ompute,implementedmemodofclaiml6> rt herco m prising 

18 The computer-implemented method of claim 8, further comprising 

remove port information. 

19 TT.ecomputer-imp.emen.edmemodofclataS.whereintedispiayed 

device nod, represents the connect device and one or more devices connected ,o the 

connection device. 

20 A computer readab.e medium containing instructions for controlling a 

; ^ c ^pi»^^^«^" ,ta --- ,,, -" ,,,,,,o,,ta 

„r more ports having an actual connection to another device in the network. 

21 . The computer readable medium of claim 20, wherein the connection 
device is one of a switch, a hub and a router. 

B. We computer readable medium of claim 20, wherein fte network is a 

storage area network (SAN). 

23 Thecompu te rreadab.emedtomofclaim20,wherein*einstiuctio„s 

„■ , • ^information includes instructions for displaying a connection bar and 

4 having an actual connection. 
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24 The computer readable medium of claim 23, wherein the instructions 
for displaying theport information include instructions for displaying the port informal for 
[Ipo^^^^ 

the corresponding connected device in the network topology display. 
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